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TRUSTERS'   REPORT. 


Rooms  State  Histokkal  Libhaky, 
Springfield,  III.,  December  16,  1890. 

Joseph  W.  Fifer,  Governor  of  Illinois: 

Sir:  The  Board  of  Trustees  of  the  Illiuois  State  Historical 
Library  submit  you  the  following  report: 

First — Our  organization  was  effected  November  25,  1889,  and, 
since  the  filling  of  a  second  vacancy,  the  board  has  remained  as 
now  formed. 

Second— Through  the  forethought  of  it.s  trustees,  a  number  of 
volumes,  containing  matter  essential  to  the  history  of  our 
State,  were  already  accumulated  in  the  State  Library.  And  to 
save  time  and  money,  as  well  as  to  avoid  a  useless  duplicate 
of  rare  and  costly  prints  in  two  adjoining  rooms,  those  officers, 
at  the  request  of  this  board,  have  given  it  custody  of  some 
442  books  from  that  collection,  as  a  nucleus  for  the  State  His- 
torical Library.  Their  number,  inclusive  of  unbound  matter, 
has  now  been  increased,  b^^  purchase  and  solicited  donations, 
to  1,450  volumes. 

History,  at  best,  is  little  else  than  a  recital  of  the  doings  of 
men:  and,  in  the  belief  that  a  portraiture  of  those  in  anywise 
notabl^^  connected  with  the  State  should  be  secured,  this  board 
have  purchased  a  fine  oil  painting  of  Judge  Breese,  made  shortly 
before  his  death.  Besides  the  voice  of  this  venerable  savant 
that  sounds  through  all  our  State  judiciary,  we  hear  the  edicts 
of  British  officers  and  the  decrees  of  French  com  ni  and  ants  as 
he  evoked  them  from  the  ancient  manuscripts,  since  lost  or 
scattered  beyond  recall,  at  Kaskaskia. 

The  board  have  also  obtained  |jhotograph  copies  from  con- 
temporaneous engravings  of  I^ouis  XIV,  King  of  Fi-ance;  John 
B.  Colbert,  his  Minister  of  the  Marine  and  Colonies,  and  John 
Talon,  in  charge  as  his  Intend  ant  at  Quebec,  of  Affairs  of  Com- 
merce and  Finance  in  North  America.  As  it  was  under  Talon's 
orders  that  Joliet,  with  Father  Marquette,  first  explored  the 
Mississippi,  bounding  our  State  on  the  west,  and  the  Illinois 
and  Des  Plaines,  running  diagonally  through  it;  so  it  was  by 
Colbert's  authority  that  La  Salle  founded  the  first  European 
colony  within  our  borders.  A  like  picture  of  La  Salle  himself 
has  been  obtained,  together  with    a   recent   photograph    of   M. 
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Pierre  Margry,  whose  long  employment  in  the  national  archives 
at  Paris  has  "enabled  him  to  find  writings  that  fill  many  waste 
places  and  correct  some  serious  errors  in  our  French  colonial 
history. 

Third — As  expressed  in  the  act  creating  the  State  Historical 
Library,  books  "useful  to  the  historian''  are  scarce  and  few  in 
number;  and  it  is  largelj^  from  "pamphlets,  writings  and  other 
materials''  that  a  history  of  the  State,  in  its  several  bearings, 
and  "from  the  earliest  known  period  of  time,''  remains  to  be 
written.  The  American  Bottom  from  Kaskaskia  to  Piasa  creek, 
the  valleys  of  the  Illinois,  Kankakee  and  AVabash  are  rich  in 
the  remains  of  an  unknown  people,  whose  earth-works  and  im- 
plements are  the  only  records  the^-  have  left  to  give  a  clue  to 
their  history.  The  number  and  size  of  these  mounds  and  tumuli 
are  larger  than  those  of  the  Ohio  valley,  while  the  relics  found 
in  or  near  them  prove  their  makers  to  have  been  as  advanced 
as  the  most  skilled  workmen  of  the  "Stone  Age,''  either  in  other 
parts  of  the  United  States  or  Europe.  These  monuments  of  a 
pre-historic  race  in  our  own  State  may  well  invite  inquiry,  and 
could  with  profit  be  explored,  surveyed,  photographed  and  their 
contents  preserved  for  future  use,  before  they  are  further  effaced 
by  the  elements,  or  the  hands  of  men. 

Since  the  advent  of  those  who  make  wa-itten  records,  there  is 
a  wide  and  truly  romantic  space  in  our  history  that  can  only 
be  filled  from  manuscripts  in  Canada,  France  and  England.  The 
want  of  this  crude  matter  has  balked  all  attempts  to  write  a 
history  of  our  State  that  is  true,  connected,  or  at  all  satis- 
factorv. 

Our  territorial  hoi-izon  is  aglow  with  the  setting  rays  of  a 
prior  occupation,  and  at  an  earW  period  of  our  statehood  an 
effort,  thought  to  be  well  organized,  was  made  by  a  number  of 
its  eminent  citizens  to  blend  those  colorings  and  later  events 
into  a  continuous  history.  The  occasion  was  a  lecture  delivered 
by  John  M.  Peck,  D.  D.,  "On  the  early  Indian  history  of  Illi- 
nbis,"  at  Vandalia,  February  4,  1837,  at  a  time  of  general 
gathering  at  the  old  state  capital.  The  contributions  of  Gov. 
Edward  Coles  to  the  "Antiquarian  and  Historical  Society  of 
Illinois,"  in  1830;  the  writings  of  Judge  James  Hall,  and  John 
Russell,  gifted  author  of  the  "Worm  of  the  Still;"  "An  Histori- 
cal Sketch"  of  the  Anglo-American  settlements  in  Illinois  from 
1780  to  the  year  1800,  read  by  Dr.  Peck  before  "The  Illinois 
State  Lyceum  at  its  anniversary,  August  16,  1832;"  the  "Nar- 
rative of  the  Massacre  at  Chicago,"  by  John  H.  Kinzie,  pub- 
lished in  1836 :  with  the  "Gazetteer"  of  Lewis  C.  Beck,  printed 
in  1823,  and  the  like  later  volumes  of  Dr.  Peck,  had  awakened 
a  profound  interest  among  the  better  informed  minds  through- 
out the  State. 

At  the  conclusion  of  Dr.  Peck's  address,  of  1837,  a  meeting  of 
a  number  of  the  class  of  citizens  named  was  dul,y  convened,  at 
which  a  series  of  resolutions  was  passed,  and  among  them  the 


one,  offered  by  J.  M.  Hewitt,  of county,  "that  a  com- 
plete history  of  Illinois  should  embrace  the  various  sta«>^es  of 
its  progress  from  its  earliest  discovery  and  the  several  relations 
of  its  inhabitants,  political,  mihtary,  conunercial,  social  and 
religious,*'  brought  the  meetino-  fairly  within  the  scope  of  the 
])resent  State  Historical  Library.  Dr.  Peck  was  chosen  as  State 
Historian,  to  be  aided  by  "a"  committee  on  corresi)ondence," 
comprised  of  twenty-one  members,  selected  from  nearly  as  many 
different  sections  of  the  State. 

The  limited  as  well  as  wretched  means  of  intercourse,  by  mail 
or  otherwise:  the  utter  poverty  of  books,  periodicals,  or  news- 
papers; a  pioneer  condition  of  society,  so  busy  in  developing 
the  State  that  it  had  neither  the  time,  nor,  as  the  case  usually 
is,  a  care  to  record  its  progress;  and,  more  than  all,  a  lack  of 
the  necessary  manuscripts,  domestic  and  foreign,  delayed  all 
action  and  finally  broke  down  the  meritorious  effort. 

Howevei',  it  illustrates  the  futility  of  a  gratuitous  enterprise 
that  should  have  been  undertaken,  as  is  now  proposed,  by  the 
State;  and  was,  too,  the  incentive  to  some  uurequited  results. 
Of  those  "on  the  committee  of  correspondence,"  Governor  Rey- 
nolds has  left  us  his  reminiscences  in  his  "Life  and  Times,*'  and 
"Pioneer  History:*'  Governor  Thomas  Ford,  a  resume  of  the 
policy  and  politics  of  the  State,  as  he  was  conversant  with  it. 
The  researches  of  Dr.  Peck  were  engrafted  in  a  revision  by  him 
in  1851  of  Albach's  "Annals  of  the  West,*'  and  a  "Life  of  Daniel 
Boone,'*  and  the  labors  of  Judge  Breese,  towards  an  account  of 
French  discovery  and  territorial  settlement,  have  recently  ap- 
peared in  a  posthumous  volume. 

The  common  source  from  whence  these  valuable  adjuncts  to 
Illinois  history  fruited  would  probably  have  been  lost,  but  for 
the  fact  that  "seven  years  after  the  Yandalia  meeting,  of  1837, 
its  full  proceedings,  sent  by  Dr.  Peck,  were  printed  in  a  kindred 
periodical  that  perished  at  Cincinnati,  in  its  second  year,  for 
want  of  public  favor. 

The  lapse  of  half  a  century,  since  then,  finds  us  but  little 
nearer  the  goal,  and  re-enforces  the  lesson  that  the  desired  end 
will  only  be  g-ained  in  the  way  New  York,  Wisconsin,  and 
other  States,  are  reaching  it,  through  a  sustained  aid  by  the 
State  itself. 

The  nascent  "Illinois  State  Historical  Library"  needs  further 
means  to  obtain  volumes,  relevant  to  the  State's  history,  which 
are  fast  disappearing  in  the  competition  between  like  collections 
in  other  parts  of  the  United  States ;  to  procure  manuscripts  of 
the  character  already  indicated,  and  to  tabulate  and  index  the 
matter  on  hand,  with  its  accessions,  to  the  end  that  all  inipiiiers 
may  have  a  ready  access  to  any  partictular  field  of  investiga- 
tion. While  the  board  believe  the  annual  appropriation  of  the 
act  creating  the  TJbrai'y  will  suffice  for  the  ])UT-chase  of  histori- 
cal matter,  as  contemplated    by  that  act,  additional  funds  are 


6 

necessary  to  procure  cases,  drawers,  tables  and  other  parapher- 
nalia necessary  to  ]5reserve  such  matter  and  make  it  conven- 
iently accessible.  The  itemized  exhibit  hei-evvith  presented  shows 
the  amount  and  nature  of  expenditures  from  the  appropriation 
of  1889. 

And  to  .you,  Governor,  and  through  you,  to  the  other  State 
officers,  to  the  legislature,  to  the  educational  boards,  the  relig- 
ious bodies,  fraternal  and  military  orders,  to  many  prominent 
citizens,  and  especially  the  newspaper  press  of  the  State,  the 
Library  Board  expresses  its  thanks  for  your  and  their  encour- 
aging support. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Trustees  of  the  Illinois  State  Historical  Library, 

By  H.   W.  Beckwith, 

Attest :  President. 

AV.   L.  Gross,  Secretary. 


Appropriation  for  1889,  per  annum 

S2,500  00 

Disbursements. 
Purchase  of  books,  etc 

$171  (10 

Acting  Librarian 

508  00 

Stationery,  etc 

64  80 

Incidental  expenses — postage,  expressage  etc 

25  10 

Expenses  of  Trustees 

144  80 

$013  79 
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